
MEPNN Supplier Scouting Opportunity Synopsis

Section 1: General Information
Scouting Number 2026-428
Item to be Scouted Rail ballast railcars

Days to be scouted 30

Response Due By 08/28/2026

Description Clients wishes to purchase 75 ballast railcars for distribution of ballast across 
their rail system.  Additional information and specs are included in the 
attachment.

State item to be used in IndianaSection 2: Technical Information
Type of supplier being sought Manufacturer
Reason BABA

Describe the manufacturing processes (elaborate 
to provide as much detail as possible)

Standard railcar manufacturing. The manufacture of rail ballast railcars 
primarily involves heavy-duty steel fabrication. The process begins with CNC 
plasma or laser cutting of high-strength alloy steel plates, followed by bending 
and rolling to form the hopper’s hopper-bottom geometry. These components 
are joined using automated and manual MIG/MAG welding to ensure structural 
integrity under extreme stress. Critical mechanical components, such as the 
discharge gates and pneumatic or mechanical actuators, are precision-
machined and integrated. Finally, the car undergoes shot blasting for surface 
preparation, followed by the application of industrial-grade anti-corrosive 
coatings and final assembly of the bogies (trucks) and couplers.

Provide dimensions / size / tolerances / 
performance specifications for the item

Ballast Rock Hopper Cars: 75 railcars; 213,000-pound payload capacity; ability 
to automatically open bottom gates by remote control; solar panels to provide 
electrical power to bottom gate motors; longitudinal dumping; 50-year industry 
standard lifespan

List required materials needed to make the 
product, including materials of product 
components

Steel, iron, standard railcar components such as frame, trucks, wheels, etc.  

Are there applicable certification requirements? No

Are there applicable regulations? Yes

Details https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-215 - as noted in 
other submission, this should be very simple for any railcar manufacturer

Are there any other stndards, requirements, 
etc.?

No

Additional Technical Comments

Section 4: Business Information
Estimated potential business volume One time purchase of 75 cars as part of FRA grant
Estimated target price / unit cost information (if 
unavailable explain)

Best available, as this is related to BABA, acceptable pricing is to be 
determined in negotiation. We plan to progress to an RFI/RFP process with any 
identified manufacturers in the future.

When is it needed by? Initial schedule noted late 2028 in-service date for the ballast cars; flexible 
within reason

Describe packaging requirements Railcars should be delivered in working condition; nothing else

Where will this item be shipped? Ft Wayne, Indiana 
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Additional Comments
Is there other information you would like to 
include?

As with the other one, if you've got any questions feel free to reach out - thank 
you!
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